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Sports Day

From the Principal

Board of Trustees

Dear Parents and Caregivers,

Dear Parents and Caregivers,

A special welcome to all our families
who are new to our school community.
A special welcome to the parents of
Year 9. You will be pleased that Year 9
have made a great start.
We are happy with the roll. School
opened with 802 New Zealanders and
32 International fee paying students.
We have students here for the year
from our three sister schools in Japan, Bunkyo High School
(Tokyo), Yasuda High School (Hiroshima) and Kun-ei
(Osaka).
We are delighted with the academic results of all our students
sitting NCEA examinations and Scholarship at the end of last
year.
Year 13 students won 19 scholarships which is one of the
best results in the South Island. 80% of students on the roll
on July 1 achieved Level Three; 88%, Level Two and 82%
Level One. Excellence endorsements were gained by nine
students at Level Three, seventeen students at Level Two and
twenty one students at Level One. Another 132 students had
their NCEA certificates endorsed with Merit. This is all very
encouraging.
I am pleased to welcome to the staff Mrs Claman
(Mathematics and Music), Miss Rae (English) and Ms
Bayley (English). It is also pleasing to have Mrs Spence
back from study leave. We also have four language assistants
in the school at varying times this year: Mariko Maekawa
– Japanese, Beatriz Ruiz – Spanish, Dirk van der Smissen
– German, Anne-Sophie Dodanthun – French.
At the beginning of the term we celebrated the school’s 140th
anniversary. There was a luncheon at Glenfalloch on Sunday
6 February for the ex-girls. Mai Chen the constitutional
lawyer from Wellington was a wonderful guest speaker at
this lunch. Mai attended Otago Girls’ High School from
1977 until 1981. The girls celebrated the anniversary with a
barbecue.
At the first Board of Trustees meeting of the Year Victoria
Deaker (mother of Madison and Olivia Kelly) was elected as
the new Chairperson of our Board of Trustees. Chris Saxton
had not sought re-election and we must thank him for his
ten years of very loyal service. In his time as Chairman he
assisted in the sale of the Highgate land and the purchase of
land in Lower Tennyson Street. In these ten years the school
continued to consolidate financially and make splendid
development in student achievement. We are delighted that
Chris will continue on the Board for the rest of this term
which ends in April 2013.
As the newsletter goes to print we have learnt of the terrible
devastation and loss of life in Christchurch. I would like to
extend my sympathy to all those who have lost relatives and
friends. As a school we are endeavouring to help in every
way we can.
Jan Anderson
Principal

Welcome to the 2011 school year
everyone. It is great to see both our new
and returning students, looking settled
and happy. To all new and international
students we would especially like to
welcome your families to our school
community.
Our senior students have once again
excelled at NCEA and we are extremely
proud of the 2010 results across all levels, particularly our
scholarship winners. Student achievement continues to be
substantially higher than the national average which is a
strong indicator of the high standards of both our students
and staff.
Congratulations to the newly appointed student leaders for
the coming year; we value the important contribution our
senior students make to the smooth running of the school and
it is exciting to see such an impressive group of girls across
the many leadership roles.
At our first Board meeting of 2011 we enjoyed a presentation
from Mr Shields, HOD of the Visual and Performing Arts
Department. The outstanding results at scholarship level for
this department in 2010 is to be applauded and we anticipate
yet another successful year across the many events on the
2011 calendar. The senior production of Footloose is sure to
be a highlight.
In regards to the ten year property plan, we are pleased
to announce that the Foods’ Kitchen Redevelopment has
formally begun. Planning and research has been underway
for some time and we now move to the next phase which
involves employing a project manager.
The atmosphere at School Sports Day was great to
experience. Students and staff enjoyed a great day of
serious and also light hearted competition. The high level
of participation in sports and cultural events at Otago Girls’
was one of the many positive features of our latest ERO
review which was conducted at the end of last year. This was
obvious at Sports Day and we anticipate the confirmed ERO
report being made available to the wider school community
in the near future.
As the newly elected Chair of the Board of Trustees, I would
like to personally thank Chris Saxton for the outstanding
contribution he has made to Otago Girls’ High School
over the last ten years. The school has benefitted from
his excellent leadership and professional expertise across
many facets of the governance role. Chris has been a major
influence upon the continued success of our school.
Parents and Caregivers are always welcome at our monthly
Board meeting; please call the office for dates and times.
Victoria Deaker
Chairperson
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From the Principal

Board of Trustees

Dear Parents and Caregivers,

Dear Parents and Caregivers,

I would like to thank the whole
community for the wonderful support
for the School Fair. Despite the difficult
weather we had lots of fun and made
more than $25,000 profit. A big thank
you to the Fair Conveners, Sandra
Schwass and John Lang, and PTSA
President, Ruth Thomson, who worked
so hard to make it a success. I would
also like to thank the parents, students and teachers for their
contribution to the success of the fair.

A huge thank you must go to the PTSA
Fair Committee for their outstanding
effort in organising the 2011 Fair. It
was a hugely enjoyable event and
the final result, which is in excess of
$25,000, is a credit to the entire school
community for supporting this major
fundraising event. Our students will
benefit in many ways as the PTSA have
nominated the Graphics Department and Library Information
Technology upgrades as recipients of a portion of the profit.
The remainder will be utilised to support the many sporting,
cultural and academic activities in which students represent
the school.

Like all New Zealanders, we were distressed by the plight of
the people of Christchurch after the 22 February earthquake.
The girls put together donations of food and money and
they were very good at looking after the students from
Christchurch who spent time at our school. At one point
there were 25 Christchurch visitors.

At our March meeting we enjoyed hearing from Alison
Everett who was awarded the Highgate Fellowship in 2010.
The professional and personal development she undertook
included studying the diversity of Costa Rica, Cairns and
the Great Barrier Reef. Her experiences and photographic
resources will be of great value to the Science Department.

In Week 9, Year 12 had successful camps at Borland Lodge
(near Lake Manapouri) and Waikouaiti. The students at
Borland completed field work for Geography and Biology as
well as caving, tramping and rock climbing. The programme
at Waikouaiti included surf canoeing, rifle shooting and
mountain biking.

This month we also heard from Chris Durrant, HOD
Languages. This department continues to expand and its
students excel. The four language assistants that have joined
the staff for 2011 have already had a positive impact on the
students and staff. International travel opportunities and
exchange programmes continue to be a highlight. Future
developments in the planning stage are the introduction of
Year 13 Spanish and also the opportunity to learn Mandarin
at Clubs level.

Our athletes have had a great season with Anna Keen and
Davina Hamann winning titles at the National Athletics
Championships. At the South Island Secondary School
Championships Davina won the Senior Girls’ Javelin and
our Under 14 relay also won gold. On 25-26 March our
swimmers picked up three titles at the Otago Secondary
School Swimming Championships (Kate Godfrey and Tegan
Duncan). The rowers travelled to the Maadi Cup and Lake
Karapiro. The best result was Cleo Gilmour and Caitlyn
Buist who were placed 4th in the U18 Lightweight Doubles.
Congratulations to Alice Gee and Lucia Stettner who won the
Phoenix Cup at the recent Sailing Championships.

We received an update from our ICT Systems Manager John
Driver. Once the SNUP3 upgrade is completed the Board
has approved the purchase of a new wireless network for
the entire school plus 32 HP Probooks which will be housed
on two moveable 16 bay laptop trolleys. The upgrade is
progressing smoothly and you may have seen the many
tradesmen working on site after school hours.

At present we are having fibre optic cables installed
throughout all our buildings. This will facilitate a more
robust network to support student e-Learning. We have also
started the process to redevelop the Food Technology room.
We hope this will be completed by December.

The School’s Charter and Strategic Plans have been reviewed
at staff level and approved by the Board of Trustees. They
are submitted to the local Ministry of Education office who
also forward copies to the local electorate Members of
Parliament. The charter is a living document that includes our
vision, mission statement and education goals. It was great
to see so many parents and caregivers attend the Year 9 Meet
the Teachers on 14 March, there is a high level of enthusiasm
amongst our Year 9 students and it was wonderful to have
the support of their family members over the fair weekend.
There was an impressive turnout from school families at the
initial Parent –Teacher Interviews held recently. I hope you
all enjoyed the opportunity to meet with the staff to discuss
your daughter’s progress.

Please check your daughter has the correct white Otago
Girls’ High School blouse. It is the one with the deep
collar that can be purchased from Arthur Barnetts. It is the
Bromleywear brand.
I would like to congratulate Miss Leckie and the students
(Otago Boys’ High School included) for a wonderful
presentation of “Footloose”. This show ran for six
performances and delighted every audience.
I look forward to seeing many of you at the NCEA
information evening that will be held at 7:00pm on
Wednesday 4 May.

Parents and caregivers are always welcome at our monthly
Board meeting; please call the office for dates and times.

Jan Anderson
Principal

Victoria Deaker
Chairperson
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Congratulations to Lisa Craw (Year 13) who has been selected by the Royal Society of New
Zealand to attend the International Space Camp in Huntsville, Alabama, in late July.
Lisa will experience hands on astronaut training, as well as learning about the mental, emotional
and physical demands astronauts face. Lisa will be joined at the camp by a student from Katikati
College and another 150 students from other countries.

From the Principal
Dear Parents and Caregivers,
This is the time of year when the
community starts to acknowledge the
achievement of our students. Recently
it was announced that Isobel Terpstra
(Year 13) was the winner of the
Creative section of the Nikon D-Photo
Amateur Photography Competition
(there were over 2,000 entries). There
were wonderful comments from the
judges: “It’s a rakishly tilted, noisy photo with hand drawn
wings… evoking fleeting memory”.
Lisa Craw has had a wonderful term with winning the
place at the International space Camp in Alabama, being
placed third in the Irish Essay competition and winning the
southern section of the Four Way Rotary Public Speaking
Competition.
We were disappointed that only 38-40 people came to our
‘Facing Facebook’ evening on 26 May. The purpose of the
evening was to acknowledge that Facebook is a powerful
force in our world and that parents and students must be able
to use it wisely. Snr Constable Heather Rae talked about
the risks young people take on Facebook and Myra LevittCampbell, the Technology Prefect showed everyone how to
use it well and lock it down safely. Some of the details from
the presentation are included in this newsletter. If parents
want to access this advice on our Moodle, they should use the
parents login (Username: oghsparents, Password: 1D397f)
http://intranet.otagogirls.school.nz
Thankfully we are coming to the end of our network upgrade
with fibre optic cable (SNUP3, worth $433,000). At the
end of this project the Board of Trustees is upgrading our
wireless network. Then the Board of Trustees and the
PTSA are providing more laptops and desktop computers
to improve student access to digital learning. There will be
times when your daughter will be asked to use the cell phone
in her pocket to take photographs, time experiments and
access Google. We are quietly moving to a blended learning
environment where digital tools mix with pen and paper.
Please remember the Study Centre with 62 good computers
is open from 7:00am until 5:00pm daily. The girls need to be
‘learn anywhere, learn anytime’ learners.
We are holding our Open Night at 7:00pm on Tuesday 9
August. Enrolments close on Thursday 25 August at 4:00pm.
Please make sure that your friends and neighbours are
aware of this. Remember that your priority for your second
or subsequent daughter can only operate until 4:00pm on
Thursday 25 August.
We are all sad that Bunkyo High School group is not able
to travel to us for their annual English programme this
July. We hope they will come next year. On Monday 15
August a large group of students from Yasuda High School
in Hiroshima will be arriving. They will be here for eleven
nights. We are at present looking for families to host them.
If you are interested, suggest to your daughter that she should
go and talk to Miss Ware.
We look forward to seeing you at our art exhibition at the
Rocda Gallery, beginning on Monday 13 June.
Jan Anderson
Principal

Board of Trustees
Dear Parents and Caregivers,
Our recent meeting included a
presentation from Christine Cook, Head
of Department Technology. Christine
gave us an extensive overview of the
department and highlighted the 2010
national results which showed our pupils
had achieved excellent results in Level
One and Level Two, in both internal
and external results. Developments
within the Technology Department include the introduction
of robotics in conjunction with the new digital technologies
achievement standards in Year 11 and the use of ‘Illustrator’
in Textile Design. The overall use of Information Technology
across all subjects is impressive and we look forward to
another year of continued success in the many and varied
courses within this department.
Bridget Davidson, Assistant Principal, reported on our
current status as an Enviroschool. We have been a Silver
School since 2008, currently the only school in Dunedin
at this level. The next challenge is to reflect on our Silver
award, confirm we are still at that standard and aim for the
‘Green Gold’ level. The combination of student led initiatives
which are supported by staff initiatives are imperative to the
success of the Enviroschool Model.
We heard from Bea Munro, our Environmental Prefect, and
Kerryn Little, of Year 12, who were awarded ‘WaterWise
NZ’ Scholarships. They attended a Sustainability
Enviroschool camp in Twizel earlier in the year. The
opportunity to investigate the waterways and also meet with
local farmers gave them valuable insight into issues facing
the Otago region and the need to minimise contamination of
the waterways.
The Board are pleased to announce the recipients of the 2011
BOT Professional Development Scholarships; Justin Scott
and Mary Gill of the ICT Department. They plan to attend a
five day Robotics teacher training course at Carnegie Mellon
University in Pittsburgh, USA. Otago Girls’ aims to become
one of the leading schools in the teaching of Information
Technology, and in particular Robotics, within the South
Island.
The school’s 2010 Annual Report has been finalised and the
audit completed. We joined with the PTSA’s May meeting
to present the report and enjoyed the opportunity to meet
with new and existing members of the PTSA. It was a
pleasure to report that our school is in a very strong position
academically and financially. We also reflected on the
numerous successes Otago Girls’ achieved across all aspects
of education in 2010.
Our balance sheet remains strong and we are proud that our
working capital position ranks us highly on a national basis.
Please remember you are always welcome to attend our
Board meetings and you can call the office for dates and
times.
Victoria Deaker
Chairperson

